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region, and I would sum it up by saying that 1
think that the duty of every thoughtful person,
who desires to avoid egotism in the intellectual
region, is to cultivate what may be called the
scientific, or even the sceptical spirit, to weigh
evidence, and not to form conclusions without
evidence. Thus one avoids the dangers of egotism
best, because egotism is the frame of mind of the
man who says credo quia credo. Whereas the aim
of the philosopher should be to take nothing for
granted, and to be ready to give up personal
preferences in the light of truth. In dealing
with others in the intellectual region, the object
should be not to convince, but to get people to
state their own views, and to realise that unless
a man converts himself, no one else can; the
method therefore should be not to attack con-
clusions, but to ask patiently for the evidence
upon which those conclusions are based.
But there is a danger in lingering too long
in the intellectual regions; the other regions of
the human spirit may be called the aesthetic and
the mystical regions. To take the aesthetic region
next, the duty of the philosopher is to realise at
the outset that the perception of beauty is essen-
tially an individual thing, and that the canons